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INTRODUCTION

Prior to 1997, a complete history of public library service in the town of Brownsville, Pa., has never been
recorded. Since the Library has been designated as part of “THE DOWNTOWN HISTORIC
BROWNSVILLE AREA”, it seems expedient that many unknown facts about this vital resource should
be compiled for future reference.

A thorough search has revealed many facts, including the struggles, the triumphs, the dedicated hours of
service on the part of Board of Trustee members and volunteers, the on-again-off-again municipal support
and the rescue, in dire times, by the citizens of the town.

This all makes for an inspiring story which exemplifies the persistence and appreciation of those who
recognize and value the intrinsic importance of the printed word for the fulfillment and enrichment of a
well-rounded education. . -

With the onslaught of the technological age in which we are immersed, it is apparent that traditional
library resources be preserved and used, lest the time arrive when a library will be pointed out as “A
PLACE WHERE THEY USED TO KEEP BOOKS”,
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HISTORY

The first record of public library service in Brownsville dates back to the year 1885, when the WOMEN’S
CHRISTIAN TEMPERANCE UNION, (W.C.T.U.), believing that they could exert a substantial moral
influence in the community by placing good literature within the reach of everyone, decided, in January,
1885, to establish a public library by organizing a company or association and disposing of 100 shares of
the stock at three dollars each. This was accordingly done, the entire amount being taken by residents of
the Three Towns of Brownsville, ( Brownsville, Bridgeport and West Brownsville). *1

The members of the W.C.T.U. were the same group of women from Bridgeport, (now known as South
Brownsville), who had organized the BROWNSVILLE READING CIRCLE in 1883, “ for the purposes
of self-culture, something that would be within the reach of those who had household cares and yet time
for reading.” This unique organization met in homes of the members on a weekly basis. They began
with The Home College Series, a set of one hundred small books, which covered a period of two years;
then came The Abbott Series; The Chautauqua Course Reading; and in 1902, began the study of
Shakespeare. (The Brownsville Reading Circle was the only such organization extant in the United States
for many years, and was finally disbanded in 1987 after a period of 104 years.)

The first officers of the W.C.T.U. Library were: Mrs. Anna E. Cox, President; Mrs. Sol G. Krepps, Vice
President; Miss Mamie Armstrong, Corresponding Secretary; Miss Sadie H. Miller, Recording
Secretary; and Mrs. A.L. Duncan, Treasurer. A circular letter was written to many friends and former
residents soliciting co-operation, and a number of handsome contributions consisting of books and money
were received. Among the out-of-town contributors were: Hon. J.A. Martin, Governor of Kansas;
Messers. T.M. and R.C. Rogers of Philadelphia: Captain Isaac M. Mason of St. Louis, Mo; William






